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from Fichte to the present. Sur la conception epicurienne du 
progres (pp. 697-719): L. Robin. -Like Rousseau, their idea of 
progress is a return to nature, a naturalistic and sensualistic asceti- 
cism, narrow and dry. Quelques reflexions sur V application des 
mathematiques a la physique (pp. 721-736) : B. Vaeisco. -A knowl- 
edge which undertakes to reduce physical phenomena to simple me- 
chanical phenomena does not constitute a knowledge of reality in 
itself. The problem of knowing whether a reality exists in itself is 
not a physical problem. L'infini geometrique et I'intuition (pp. 
737-747) : A. Reymond. -A study of the empirical meaning of the 
expressions "point," "line," "plan," of "circle" "at infinity." 
Varietes. La pensee italienne et la querre: G. de Ruggiero. 
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NOTES AND NEWS 
John E. Russell 

Professor John E. Russell, whose death occurred on February 
25, had been professor of philosophy at Williams College since 1889. 
He was born in 1848, and graduated from Williams in 1872, after 
which he spent several years in preaching, study, and travel, finally 
accepting a position as instructor in Biblical theology in the Yale 
Divinity School, where he remained until called to Williams. His 
published writings include an edition of selections from Locke's 
Essay, an Elementary Logic, and a First Book in Philosophy. 
Besides writing these books he was a frequent contributor to vari- 
ous technical periodicals, having to his credit some twenty-five or 
thirty articles on questions of contemporary philosophical interest. 
Some of his best work appeared in this Journal, notably his papers 
upon Pragmatism, including his controversies with Professor James 
and Dr. Schiller, which will be remembered by every one who followed 
the lively discussion between the pragmatists and their opponents 
some ten years ago. In spite of the fact that Professor Russell later 
on announced his own partial conversion to the doctrine, he must 
always be counted among the keenest and most dangerous critics that 
pragmatism ever had to face. Criticism, in fact, rather than con- 
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structive thought, was Professor Russell's most notable intellectual 
gift, and in subtle analysis of the weak points of a theory he had few 
equals. But to critical power should be added, in any estimate of his 
abilities and his work, an unusually sympathetic apprehension of all 
that was sound in his opponent's views, together with a loyalty to 
truth and a kind of intellectual chivalry that made him eager, in his 
exposition of a doctrine which he did not share, to do his opponent 
more than justice. His greatest delight as a thinker was to run to 
the rescue of some under-dog. It was this kindly yet pugnacious 
chivalry, joined with his loyalty to truth and his desire that his stu- 
dents should think for themselves that made him, in his teaching, 
rather the expositor than the advocate. His method was not without 
its fruits, and he could count among his former students many men 
who are prominent to-day in American philosophy and psychology. 
But to the great mass of his students it was his personality rather 
than his intellect that made appeal. And his personality was of so 
rare and sweet a nature that for the last twenty years he has prob- 
ably had no living rival in the hearts of Williams undergraduates 
and alumni. 



The seventeenth annual meeting of the "Western Philosophical 
Association will be held in Ann Arbor, Michigan, on April 6 and 7, 
in acceptance of invitation from the Department of Philosophy of 
the University of Michigan. The executive committee has felt it 
desirable to devote a part of the programme to issues of broad general 
interest. Arrangements have been made, therefore, for a symposium 
presenting the attitude of idealism, of pragmatism, and of realism to 
the following three questions: (1) In what sense does the human 
person possess independence of his physical organism and environ- 
ment? (2) What reality has the history of the world as the physical 
and biological sciences present it? (3) Does any being exist that 
plays the part assigned to God in theistic religion? Arrangements 
are in progress for at least one joint session on April 7 with the Con- 
ference on Legal and Social Philosophy. The special topic will be 
"The Social Interests Protected by Law and how they can be 
Evaluated." 

The President of the American Philosophical Association, Pro- 
fessor A. W. Moore, wishes to announce that Professor W. T. Marvin, 
who was elected secretary-treasurer at the last meeting of the asso- 
ciation, has declined to serve, owing to the pressure of other duties. 
President Moore announces further, that he has asked Professor B. G. 
Spaulding to act as secretary pro tern, and that Professor Spaulding 
has expressed his willingness to continue the duties of the office for 
the present, and, perhaps, for the remainder of this year. 



